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KANSAS CITY, KS 

A CITY OF 
MURALS 

EXPLORING THE 

CULTURES OF OUR CITY 

THROUGH STREET ART 

RAINBOW PET MURAL 
Artists: Maria Cocchiarelli Berger 
Address: 4468 Rainbow Blvd 
Maria Cocciarelli Berger, who now co-manages the 
Museum of Friends in Walsenburg, Colorado, 
painted this mural featuring a variety of animals in 
their natural and domestic environments. 

SILVER AVENUE MURAL 
Address: South 24th Street and Silver Avenue 
Summer, Spring and fall are represented here, and 
the likenesses of local volunteer mural painters are 
shown. 

STRAWBERRY HILL MURAL 
Address: 322 North 6th Street 
This mural is painted on the side of Colonial Club.  It 
was designed by Strawberry Hill Neighborhood 
Association to welcome visitors to the historic area. 

 

 

 

MORE KANSAS CITY, KS MURALS 

1889 NAPOLETANA PIZZA MURAL, 2016 
Artists: Lance Flores 
Address: 2847 West 47th Avenue 
Lance Flores worked together with 1889 
Napoletanan to create a Kansas City focused mural 
that would be displayed on the backside of their 
building, facing Joe’s Kansas City Bar-B-Que.  It 
captures beautiful things about KC in a modern way. 

42ND STREET MURAL 
Address:  42nd Avenue and Mission Road 
This mural depicts Native and African American 
histories of the Rosedale community. 

ANTHOLOGY OF ARGENTINE MURAL,  1998 
Artists: Joe Faus & Alisha Gambino, Jesus Ortiz, 
Martha Elvia Vivanco, Virginia Degado, Tadeo 
Franco, Ardis Peterson 
Address: 31st through Woodland on Metropolitan 
This mural traces the Argentine District of Kansas 
City, KS from the Hopewell Indians to today. 

ARMOURDALE MURAL 
Artists: John Bonifacio Moreno 
Address: South 10th Street and Osage Avenue 
Directed by John  Bonifacio Moreno, with Dia de 
Muertos (Day of the Dead) themes throughout, this 
art shows a view of heart, family, faith and the 
notion that “perdonar es Amar” (forgiveness is love). 

BLACK LIVES MATTER MURAL, 2020 
Artists: Anita Easterwood, Lucky Easterwood 
Address: North 18th Street and Quindaro Blvd 
The creative direction of this mural was focused 
around positive messages and having a hopeful 
undertone to it despite the heavy subject matter. 
The mural features the body of a young Black boy 
kneeling and writing words on the ground before 
him “I will inspire. I will grow. I will breathe. I will 
learn.” 

MATHIAS SPLITLOG MURAL 
Artists: Gregory Kolsto 
Address: 548 Central Avenue 
Mathias Splitlog was a half French and half Native 
American businessman who married Eliza Barnett of 
the Ohio Wyandot tribe. Although he could neither 
read nor write, Mathias spoke seven languages and 
was a mechanical genius. He built the first gristmill in 
Kansas, and in 1860, he constructed a steamboat to 
carry freight to small settlements on the river. 

“IMMERSE 
YOURSELF 

IN COLORFUL 
CULTURES 

AND LEARN 
ABOUT THE 
STORIES OF 
THE PEOPLE 
WHO HAVE 
SETTLED IN 
THE AREA.” 



FACING THE PAST, LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: A 
KANSAS HMONG STORYCLOTH,  2005 
Artists: Joe Faus & Alisha Gambino, 3,000 sq. ft. 
Address: 751 Minnesota Avenue 
Patterned after an embroidered Hmong story cloth, 
this mural represents modern and traditional Hmong 
culture through mirror images of work, play and 
celebration. The border design around the outside 
edges is inspired by traditional stitched patterns. The 
dominant colors of the mural are blue, which is 
common to story cloths, and green, for the lush 
green landscapes of Hmong villages. 

DAWNING OF A NEW DAY, 2004 
Artists: Joe Faus & Alisha Gambino, 1,500 sq. ft. 
Address: 1207 North 7th Street 
Honoring the importance of generations, family and 
culture in the African-American Community, the left 
side of the mural emphasizes the cultural legacy of 
African art, dress, architecture and textile patterns. 
The right side of the mural mirrors the African 
skyline with an urban American skyline, and features 
portraits of people who have left a significant legacy 
in American society, many with connections to 
Kansas City. The middle section features the seven 
principles of Kwanzaa and shows the hope of 
children and the future. 

UP AND DOWN ROUND AND ROUND, 2007 
Artists: Joe Faus , 1,650 sq. ft. 
Address: 947 Minnesota Avenue 
Inspired by listening and reading the life stories of a 
senior citizen writing class at the Shepherd Center, 
high school students created the design for this 
mural that depicts the up and down predictability of 
life. Using the carnival as its storytelling theme, the 
mural portrays a young girl going through the 
amusement park and growing up as she reaches the 
end. Through the roller coaster, she experiences ups 
and downs, then finally maturing and discovering 
what she wants in life. 

20th century. Lyda Conley was one of the first 
female attorneys to argue before the supreme 
Court. Find more information at Wyandot.org 

 
AVENUE CRONICLES, 2006, Artists: Joe Faus,  
908 sq. ft. 
Address: 932 Minnesota Avenue 
This mural represents a century on Minnesota 
Avenue, which was once the retail and 
commercial heart of Kansas City, KS. The design 
was conceived entirely by high school students 
after studying historic photographs and talking 
with community leaders. The mural design is 
woven together by a filmstrip in honor of the 
reopening of the Granada Theater in the summer 
of 2006. It also features various cameras and 
vantage points. A movie camera at the left, a news 
camera around the time of the 1951 flood, and in 
the final scene, the artist with his camera phone 
and other portraits of the youth artists who 
worked on the mural. 

WYANDOT ECHOES, 2007 
Artists: Duane Dudley, Joe Faus & Alisha Gambino, 
1,440 sq. ft. 
Address: 636 Minnesota Avenue 
In July 1843, hundreds of members of the Wyandot 
Nation were forced to leave Ohio, Michigan and 
Ontario, and came by steamboats to “Indian 
Country” where they were to receive land. Despite 
great difficulty, they built a prosperous town that 
would grow into what we know today as Kansas 
City, KS. The Wyandots are the namesakes of the 
county and their cemetery sits in the middle of 
downtown. 
 
The mural represents two migrations. First, the 
Wyandots’ journey from Ontario to Ohio to Kansas 
and Oklahoma. The second, a spiritual journey back 
to the past, gaining strength from memory and 
ancestors. This second journey is represented by the 
Conley sisters, whose fight to preserve the cemetery 
went all the way to the Supreme Court in the early 

EVERY MURAL TELLS A STORY 

DOWNTOWN KANSAS CITY, KS 

AVENUE OF MURALS 

The Avenue of Murals Project was initiated in 2004 

to bring people together, educate the community 

and to involve local high school youth in arts. The 

project includes eight murals in a four-block corridor 

along Minnesota Avenue celebrating the history and 

cultures that populate Kansas City, KS. 

PANDATOPIA: SOMEWHERE OVER THE RAINBOW, 
2005, Artist: Joe Faus , 1,600 sq. ft. 
Address: 1118 North 7th Street 
Painted on the north side of Pandarama Pre-School, 
the mural is about the learning and discovery 
unlocked by books and play. One of the teen artists 
is an alumnus of Pandarama and another worked 
there over the summer. Pandarama teachers have 
taught thousands of children in their urban 
classrooms since 1976. 

EL BAILE DE LA VIDA ( THE DANCE OF LIFE), 2004 
Artists: Joe Faus & Alisha Gambino, 2,900 sq. ft. 
Address: 826 Minnesota Avenue 
A tribute to Mexican folkloric dancing, this mural 
portrays in vivid color dancers in costumes from 19 
different Mexican States. The mural includes familiar 
Mexican images, including La Virgen de Guadalupe, 
skeletons from Day of the Dead celebrations and the 
Mexican coat of arms. A longtime youth folkloric 
instructor and parents with young children at nearby 
Douglass Elementary helped design the mural. 
 
KANSAN PRINTER, 2006 
Artist: Joe Faus , Alisha Gambino 615 sq. ft. 
Address: 901 North 8th Street 
This mural is in the style of WPA murals and shows a 
printer at a handpress. It was designed with the help 
of retired printers who worked at the Kansas City 
Kansan newspaper. It honors the history of the 
building that housed this community’s newspaper 
for 80-years in the heart of downtown. 


